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hereby ordered that they be expelled from this Society," — 
which, with Mr. Gerhard's amendment, "And whereas, they 
have withdrawn themselves from the service of notice upon 
them by this Society," was agreed to ; the ayes and nays being 
called, there were 23 ayes, 3 nays, and one excused from 
voting. 

And the Society was adjourned. 



Stated Meeting, April 4, 1862. 

Present, nineteen members. 

Judge Sharswood, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

A letter was read from the Royal Danish Society, dated 
Copenhagen, July 1, 1861, acknowledging the receipt of pub- 
lications. 

Letters, acccompanying donations, were received from the 
Royal Society of Upsala ; the Royal Danish Society, dated 
Copenhagen, July 1; the Royal Prussian Academy, dated 
Berlin, August 31 ; the Prince Jablonow'ski Society, dated 
Leipsig, November 20 ; the I. Academy, dated Vienna, Oc- 
tober 28 ; the Dublin University Assocation, dated Novem- 
ber, 1861 ; and Dr. Dunglison, dated Philadelphia, February 
19, 1862. 

Judge King moved that the MSS. presented by Dr. Dun- 
glison be referred to a special committee, consisting of Judge 
King, Judge Sharswood, and Mr. Price. 

Donations to the Library were received from the Academies 
at St. Petersburg, Berlin, Munich, Vienna, Turin, and Paris ; 
the Societies at Upsala, Copenhagen, Leipsig, Emden, and 
Liverpool ; the Royal Astronomical Society at London, and 
the Geographical Society at Paris ; the Horticultural Society 
at Berlin ; the Observatory at Pulkova ; the Institutes at 
Salem, Massachusetts, and Buffalo, New York ; the Hospitals 
at Boston and Harrisburg; from Franz Odernheimer, of 
Wiesbaden ; C. M. Wetherill, of Indianapolis ; and Miss 
Garesche', of Philadelphia ; and from B. L. Emerson, Francis 
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Leopoldt, John Penington, and Blanchard & Lea, book- 
sellers. 

Mr. Price offered for publication in the Proceedings, a copy 
of the Opinion of the Supreme Court in the suit for taxes 
against the Society, with a brief communication introductory, 
as follows : 

To the American Philosophical Society : 

I have the satisfaction to report to the Society, that the suit of 
the City of Philadelphia against this Corporation, claiming to tax the 
Hall, has been decided in favor of the Society, and against the power 
of the City to tax this property. The Argument of Counsel has been 
printed, and numerous copies of it are in possession of the Society. 
As the Opinion of Judge Read, which is that of all the Court, is of 
historical interest, as well as protective of the title and interests of 
the Society, I cannot but recommend that it be printed in the So- 
ciety's Proceedings. For this purpose I herewith furnish a copy of 
that Opinion. I am, very respectfully, &c , 

Eli K. Price. 

SUPREME COURT. THE CITY OP PHILADELPHIA v. THE 
AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 

The Hall of the American Philosophical Society is not liable to taxation. 

Eastern District. Error to the District Court of Philadelphia. 
Opinion by 

Read, J. — Independence Square was not one of the original 
squares left open for public use by William Penn in his platform of 
the City of Philadelphia, but consisted of various lots purchased at 
different times under the authority of the Legislature of the Pro- 
vince. The intention was to erect a State-house and other public 
buildings upon it, and that the residue of the square should be and 
remain a public green and walk forever. The old court house had been 
built in 1707, in Market Street above Second, and was used not only 
as a hall of justice, but also as a legislative hall, in which the Pro- 
vincial Assemblies transacted their business, and the general elections 
were held there. By the direction of the Representatives of the 
Freemen of the Province, Andrew Hamilton and William Allen 
purchased certain lots on the south side of Chestnut Street, lying 
contiguous to each other, and bounded by Delaware Fifth and Sixth 
Streets, and erected thereon the present State-house, which was begun 
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between the United States and Great Britain, and finally one of the 
framers of the Constitution of the United States. 

This was Dr. Benjamin Franklin, the patriot and the philosopher ; 
and I cannot but express a confident hope that the City and the State 
of which he was so distinguished an ornament, will never permit the 
hands of the tax-gatherer to diminish the fund devoted to the inte- 
rests of science in every part of the world, both in peace and in war, 
and belonging to a Society of which he was the founder. 

Judgment affirmed. 

Pending nominations Nos. 446 to 455 were read. 

The special committee on the Catalogue presented a report, 
which on motion of Dr. Bache was adopted and the committee 
discharged. 

On motion of Judge King, it was Resolved, That the So- 
ciety authorize and request its officers to execute a power of 
attorney, to M. A. Germain, of Pontoise, notary, charged 
with the execution of the Will of the late M. Andre Michaux, 
constituting him the attorney at law and in fact of this 
Society, to maintain its rights to the legacy bequeathed to it 
therein ; which power of attorney is now present and read 
before the Society. 

Mr. Foulke tendered his resignation from the Library 
Committee, which was accepted, and Mr. Price was appointed 
by the Vice-President to supply the vacancy. 

And the Society was adjourned. 



Stated Meeting, April 18, 1862. 

Present thirty-six members. 

Dr. Franklin Bache, in the Chair. 

Mr. Sidney George Fisher, a new member, was presented 
by Mr. Fraley. 

Baron Ostensacken and Mr. Kimber, members of Corre- 
sponding Societies, were introduced by Dr. Le Conte and Pro- 
fessor Coppe*e. 

Mirza Alexander Casern Beg, a new member, signified his 



